In addition to the four so far named, I have found nests of two other species with •nake-sklns in their composition. One of these birds breeds in holes in logs and crevices among rock. s, the other
of lining, and possibly, in their own opinion, ornamentlng, their nests with curious objects of animal origin, the most conspicuous cases being of those birds which insist on using a snake's slough for this purpose, such as the Great-crested Flycatcher (Myiarchus crinitus), one of the American Tyrants, and the Rufous Warbler (/ledon galactodes) of Europe; in India, the Black Robins (Thamnobia) and that burrowing Starling, the Bank Mynah (Acridotheres gingianus) also have this curious selective habit. All of the birds with this liking for snakes' old clothes breed in holes, and it has been suggested that the slough is used to terrify intrusive lizards, which are no friends to eggs and young birds, and are themselves preyed upon by snakes."
I have caused to be italicized the first part of the last sentence quoted from Mr. Finn's book, for his statement cannot be confirmed. For many years, in fact, ever since I first became a student of the science of herpetology, I have been interested in this peculiar nesting habit. I personally know of three species of North American birds (Myiarchus crinitus, Baeolophus atritristar us' and Guiraca caerulea), which almost invariably make use of one or more snakes' skins, torn into large or small fragments, in the making and ornamenting of their nests. which are ten times more numerous, nor so soft as cotton or old rags, which lie about broadcast, nor so cleanly as dry twigs and grass. Can it be that snakes have a repugnance for their 'worn out weeds' that they dislike these mementoes of their fall, and that birds which breed in holes into which snakes are likely to come by instinct select these exuviae as scare-snakes?"
The Flycatchers (Tyrannidae) all belong to the widely distributed American genus Myiarchus. Of these, the best known is the Crested Flycatcher (Myiarchus crinitus). As a boy, I made the acquaintance of this species in eastern Kansas and western Missouri, and later renewed in it central Texas. I was always told that this Flycatcher placed a snake-skin at the entrance to its nesting hollow for the purpose of frightening other animals that might attempt to steal the eggs or young birds. In some cases a long strip of skin hangs down from the inside of the hollow, but in others the slough is used as nest lining. I do' not recall having ever found a nest without more or less snake-skin in its make-up. The habit is so well known with this species that mention of it is frequently found in foreign bird books.
The There may be other species which I have overlooked; and some student of bird-behavior may yet make himself famous by writing a thesis offering a more logical explanation of the real bird reason for this bizarre peculiarity, one that might hold water after all of the evidence was in. Birds are supposed by some persons to perform all of their acts instinctively; if this be true, no leathered creature is likely ever to be superstitious, this being a failing con- Baylor University, Waco, Texas.
